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bamboos, three hundred pieces of matting, and a hundred
hempen ropes. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing gave the man who brought
them five ch'iens of silver and a card of thanks for his master.
He gave orders that a great shelter should be set up, which
was to have a lofty centre-ridge and an entrance on either
. side. In the middle was to be a screen: in front of it a kitchen,
and behind, a smaller shelter about the size of three rooms.
Outside the great gateway was to be another temporary
building, seven rooms wide.
Twelve priests from the Temple of Thanksgiving were
summoned to sing the dirge. Two servants each day were to
be employed doing nothing else but serve tea and water*
Uncle Hua and the younger Wu went away. * Hsi-men
Ch'ing asked Master Wen to compose an obituary notice to
be printed, Hsi-men Ch'ing told him to write: "My humble
wife has died.7' Master Wen wrote it without comment, then
showed it to Ying Po-chtieh.
"This will not do at all," Ying Po-chueh said. "It is
contrary to polite usage. His wife is still alive and, if this is
sent out in the way he wishes, people^will talk. Uncle Wu,
especially, will be offended. Don't do anything about it for
the moment. I will speak to him later." They sat down again
with Hsi-men Ch'ing and, after a while, Ying Po-chtieh
went away.
That evening, Hsi-men Ch'ing did not go to the inner
court. He had a bed set up beside the body of the Lady of
the Vase, put a screen around the bed, and so passed the night
alone. The two boys Ch'un Hung and Shu T'ung attended
him. The next morning he got up and went to the Moon
Lady's room to wash. He dressed in a white hat and gown,
with white shoes, white socks, and a white girdle.
Magistrate Hsia came to offer his condolences. When
Hsi-men Ch'ing had greeted him, Master Wen came and
they had tea together. When the magistrate went out and
passed through the gate, he bade the writer do his work
well and keep an eye on the soldiers of the guard. If any of
them should absent himself, word must be brought him and
he would have the man punished. When he had given these
instructions he mounted his horse and rode home.
* Hsi-m£n Ch'ing asked Master WSn to send out invitations

